
Washington Union Elementary  

The 2019 - 2020 school year 
began on August 19th with 
160 wonderful 4th and 5th 
grade students!   

 

The teachers held an opening 
assembly to introduce all staff 
to the students and review 
procedures and expectations.  
Our focus in the first month of 
school will be implementing 
lessons that allow the teach-
ers time to get to know your 
children, and teach them col-
laboration skills that will be-
come an integral part of their 
daily routines. Our goal is to 
make a connection between 
your child and their teacher, 
as well as your child with their 
classmates. Our school is a 
community, and we want stu-
dents and parents to feel con-
nected.  We have a strong 
focus on all academic sub-
jects during this time as well, 
but the style of interaction is to 

promote community build-

ing.  

 

Thank you to the  parents 
who attended the new Par-
ent Information Meeting on 
Wednesday, August 15th  
Information was shared 
about our school policies 

and procedures.  

Back to School Night was 
very well attended. Thank 
you to all the parents who 

were able to attend.  

 

Thank you very much for 
the generous donations of 
school supplies.  We were 
overwhelmed by  your  re-
sponse to our requests for 

these items.  They will help us 
greatly to provide the neces-
sary learning materials for our 
kids. 

 

We continue to work on 
student safety.  Please use 
the designated area for 
dropping-off and picking-up 
your children.   

Please do not use the staff 
parking lot for this purpose 
and do not drop students 
off prior to 7:45 a.m. be-
cause we do not have su-
pervision until then.  

 

I am incredibly excited to be 
returning to Washington Union 
School this year. As a former 
student in this district, I feel 
very blessed to be able to 
support students, parents, and 
staff to make our school year 
successful.  

 

September  

W E L C O M E  B A C K  T O  W A S H I N G T O N  U N I O N  
S C H O O L !   

2019 

Attendance Matters! 

We lose $56 per day that every 
student is absent. Last year we 
lost over $20,000 in absences. 
That is enough money to pur-

chase TWO Chrome Carts full of 
30 Chrome Books.  

Please do not send your child to 
school sick, but please try to 
keep appointments and vaca-
tions outside of school hours.  
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SLEEP  HALLOW  NEWS !  

H E R E ’ S  W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G . . .  

Sept. 2 - Holiday: No 
School 

Sept. 4 - Fall Pictures, 
Collaboration Day 
(dismissal at 1:30) 

Sept. 18 - Collab. Day 

Sept. 25 - Minimum Day 
(Dismissal at 12:15) 

Sept. 26 - School Site Council 

Sept. 30-Oct. 4 Parent 
Teacher Conferences, 12:15 

Dismissal all week 

Oct. 7: Picture Retakes 

Oct. 16: Collaboration 
Day 

Oct. 17: The Great 
Shakeout 

Oct. 31: Halloween Par-
ties and Collaboration Day 



My name is Barry Capiaux and I am 
the Music teacher at Washington 
Union School.  I'm looking forward to 
another great year of learning and 
discovery in the Music room.  Let me 
tell you a little about what students 
can expect in Music class as we start 
the school year. 
 

All students at WUS get to participate 
in in our general Music class once a 
week for 45 minutes.  Each class 
visits the music room where they 
learn about Music fundamentals, 
history, notation, and academic sing-
ing.  This Music class gives students 
the opportunity to explore Music on a 
higher level and provides them with a 
deep understanding of the subject.  I 
enjoy teaching this class because I 

get to encourage students to be cre-
ative and express themselves 
through Music.   
 

4th grade students will continue 
learning to play the Recorder in our 
general Music class.  Our 4th grade 
classes will perform on their Record-
ers for the Winter Concert on Tues-
day December 17th at San Benancio 
Middle School (more info tba.) 
 

Students at WUS also have the op-
tion of learning a Musical Instru-
ment.  Our instrument classes in-
clude typical wind band instruments 
such as Trumpet, Clarinet, Flute, 
Trombone, Euphonium, Saxophone, 
and French Horn.  You can provide 
your own instrument or we have a 

limited number of instruments available 
to loan to students and there is a clean-
ing and maintenance fee of $35 for the 
year.  These classes are great because 
they prepare students for our award 
winning instrumental groups at San 
Benancio Middle School (where I also 
teach.)  Instrument classes take place 
during PE time so students will not miss 
academic instruction to participate in 
the instrument class. 

 

Special thanks to the members of 
WUEF for making Music and Art pos-
sible in our district.   
Please email me if you have any ques-
tions about our Music program at 
WUS.  Thanks! 
Musically, 
Mr. Barry Capiaux 

Mr. Lopez will be leading the 
Computer Lab again this year 
and has planned a series of 
lessons for the students. We 
will start the year off with les-
sons about digital citizenship 
and internet safety throughout 
the month of September.  It 
promises to be another fun 
year of learning and exploring 
topics like coding, Google 

Welcome back to school. 
The computer lab is up and 
running and ready for a 
new year of learning.  This 
year at WUS, 5th grade will 
have three Chrome carts to 
share and 4th grade will 
have two to share. Students 
in all grade levels will have 
daily access to a Chrome 
Book for their learning!             

Apps for Education, and using the 
internet for research and online 
learning.  
 

Please email 
dlopez@washingtonusd.org 
with any questions or to help 
out! 
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L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R . . .  

M U S I C  PR O G R A M . . .  

C O M P U T E R  L A B  N E W S . . .  

signed rule sheet. PLEASE ask 

you student about the special 

word at the of their rules sheet. 

This word was selected by your 

student to describe him or her-

self. The choices were: IM-

PORTANT, CAPABLE, TALENTED, 

STRONG, ORIGINAL, PROMIS-

ING, ESSENTIAL, UNIQUTE. I’ve 

really enjoyed hearing students 

explain why they picked a particular 

word. We will also be reviewing (for 5th 

grade) and learning (for 4th grade) how 

to find fiction versus non-fiction in the 

library. Please feel free to contact me 

with any questions or concerns you 

may have. And, as always, you are 

invited to join us in the library for our 

quiet reading time. Happy September!  

–Ms. Guaracha 

Happy Back to School, WUS Fami-

lies! 

The theme for this month is 

“Welcome to the Library!” This 

month, we are reviewing the li-

brary rules and procedures. Each 

student wrote down the rules to 

bring home to share with parents. 

Before checking out books, your 

student will need to return the 

September  



S leep Hal low News!  

Welcome back to school 

Washington Union families! 

We hope you had an 

amazing summer and are 

ready for a great school 

year!  
 

Have you joined Parents’ 

Club yet? Your $40.00 

per family contribution to 

Parents’ Club makes a 

huge difference for our chil-

dren!  Thanks to your sup-

port last year, Parents’ 

Club was able to present a 

check to the district for 

$30,000 to be distributed to 

our 3 schools!  

Our Welcome Back Family 

Movie Night is coming up 

on Friday, September 6th 

at Toro Park School at 

7pm. Admission is FREE 

for Parents’ Club members. 

It will be a fun night and we hope 

you can join us! 
 

Membership dues can be paid 

online via our website: 

www.wusdparentsclub.org 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

Our first Parents’ Club 

Meeting will be Thurs-

day, September 12th at 

6pm in the MPR at Toro 

Park School. All are 

welcome to attend! The 

Parents’ Club Repre-

sentative from each class 

should be present at the 

meeting. We will be 

working on the Harvest 

Carnival - we need lots of 

help to make this FUN 

event a big success! 

 

The Kona Ice Truck will be 

making an appearance 

soon! It is 

scheduled to 

come to 

Washington 

Union at lunch 

on September 17, October 8, and October 

29
th

.  Kona Ice cups range from $3-$6 and 

20% of proceeds go back to our schools. 

They are also smart snack approved!  
 

Save the Date for our annual Harvest Carnival 

on Saturday, October 12
th 

from 11-4 at To-

ro Park School. This event is always a fun 

day for families, hope to see you there! 
 

Visit the Parents’ Club website 

www.wusdparentsclub.org for our full calendar, and 

make sure to like us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/WUSDParentsClub/ for 

updates, reminders, and more!  If you have any 

questions or would like to volunteer, please con-

tact Brenna Rhoades at wusdpar-

entsclub@gmail.com 
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P A R E N T ’S  CL U B  UP D AT E  

N E W S  Y O U  C A N  U S E !  

Stay up to date with everything happening 

at WUS with ParentSquare! You can down-

load the app on the iTunes store or Google 

Play and choose to stay up to date with 

text alerts, emails, or push notifications. 

Please contact Mrs. Meyer with any ques-

tions about using this program! 

http://www.wusdparentsclub.org
http://www.wusdparentsclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/WUSDParentsClub/
mailto:wusdparentsclub@gmail.com
mailto:wusdparentsclub@gmail.com


Sleep Hallow News!  

Welcome Back from WUEF! 
It’s hard to believe it’s that time again…but here we are, already more than 2 weeks 
into another school year that will be filled with new experiences and possibilities. 

 
If you attended one of the back to school nights, you already know that Washington 
Union Educational Foundation (WUEF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  
WUEF’s function is to raise the $198,000 necessary to maintain the educational pro-
grams for which the district does not receive state funding.  These programs include the curriculum-based, integrated, 
award-winning art and music programs. 
 
This year, the amount to fully fund these programs for each of our 890 district students is $225 per student. Your per stu-
dent contribution helps "fill the dish" to fund the programs that are essential to a well-rounded education for our chil-
dren, and part of what sets our district apart from all others for only $1.25/day. 
 
How to get involved: 

Fill the Dish Campaign – Hooray!  161 of our 890 students are fully funded so far – is yours?   
The simplest way to help WUEF raise the necessary funds to keep art and music alive for your student(s).  
If you’ve already contributed, thank you so much! If you haven’t had the chance, please visit  

wuef.ejoinme.org/donate to find the donation option that works best for your family. 
 
Sponsorships – Thank you to all of our 2019 sponsors!  And a HUGE thank you to those of you that have already 

renewed for 2020 – this is not possible without your support! 
 

Have you considered a business sponsorship?  Have you asked your employer to sponsor?  Please help us 
broaden our business sponsorship base, and lighten 

the load on the business that so generously donate to 
WUEF each and every year.   

Sponsorship information is available at 
wuef.ejoinme.org/donate  

Or by contacting  

Ashley McDonnell at wuefpresident@gmail.com 

 

 

Attend a meeting – Come lend a hand! We meet the 3rd 
Wednesdays in the MPR at Toro Park 

Like us on Facebook – Keep up to date with us at https://m.facebook.com/wuefdog/ 

 

Save these dates! 

November 2, 2019 is our 1st Annual WUEF Color Run at Toro County Park 

February 29, 2010 is our WUEF Winter Gala at The Club at Pasadera   

 
Please reach out to us at any time with questions or comments – we are all in this for our kiddos! 
Ashley McDonnell, President 2019-2020, wuefpresident@gmail.com, 831-224-7374 
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W A S H I N G T O N  U N I O N  E D U C AT I O N A L  
F O U N D AT I O N  (WUEF)  

http://wuef.ejoinme.org/donate
http://wuef.ejoinme.org/donate
mailto:wuefpresident@gmail.com
https://m.facebook.com/wuefdog/
mailto:wuefpresident@gmail.com


340 Corral de Tierra Road 
Salinas, CA 93908 

Washington Union 
Elementary  

colors (colors opposite 
each other on the color 
wheel) that Matisse 
used to make his col-
lages exciting.  
 

Grade 5 Students will 
learn about the archi-
tecture of skyscrapers 
as they make a City-
scape Collage.  Using 
posters of city skylines 
as a starting point, they 
design their own build-
ings and city scene with 
geometric shapes and 
perspective achieved 
with overlapping.  
 

The October Art Docent 
collage units in the 
classroom will be: 

Grade 4 Students will 
learn how to “draw with 
scissors” as they dis-
cover Matisse and his 
cut paper collages in 
Matisse Magic. They 
will explore the positive 
and negative shapes 
and complementary 

PICTURE OF THE MONTH 
Art appreciation lessons for 
all students in the Washing-
ton Union School District ex-
pose students to the history 
of art of the western world 
through a sequential presen-
tation from Renaissance to 
modern times.  Prints of the 
selected art period hang in 
the classroom for one 
month.month and then are 
discussed with students by a 
trained art docent.  The 
theme for September is Re-
naissance art of the 15th and 
16th centu-
ries.  
 

4 T H  A N D  5 T H  G R A D E  A R T  D O C E N T . . .  

Phone: 831-484-1331 
 
E-mail: 
wmeyer@washingotnusd.org 

I would like to welcome everyone back to school.  I hope all of you had a great sum-
mer.  I can hardly wait to start working with you and your children in helping them be 
even more creative! 

I am presently working on the program schedule and securing both Hands-on and 
Picture of the Month docents.  It is a great privilege for me to work with all the volun-
teers who are give their time and energy to the program. 

DISTRICT ART DAY 

On Wednesday, September 18th your children will be celebrating our annual District 
Art Day by working together to create a poster.  Each child will be contributed a draw-
ing which relates to our district’s “Character Counts” program.  This year we will be 
featuring “Caring”   

HARVEST PUMPKIN SALE 

Our annual Harvest Pumpkin Sale will begin in a few weeks.  Order forms will go 
home with your child and we will also have it on ParentSquare. Please contact me 
directly if you are interested in a Corporate pumpkin. Proceeds go to paying for all the 
art supplies used in our program. 

CLASSES 

POM lessons will start the end of September and Hands-on will begin in October. 

Best regards, Linda Jang, Art Docent Coordinator 

We’re on the Web! 

www.washingtonusd.org 

A R T  D O C E N T  N E W S  I N  S E P T E M B E R . . .  

Do you know what’s going on 

at school? 

 

All school events are posted 

on the calendar on our web-

site. You can access the calen-

dar directly by going to 

https://www.washingtonusd.o

rg/Page/605 

 

Want to stay even  

more connected? 

 

        

 

 

 

FOLLOW US ON  

INSTAGRAM!  

@wuelementary 

 

Download Parent 

Square Today and Stay 

Up to Date! 

https://www.washingtonusd.org/Page/605
https://www.washingtonusd.org/Page/605


Meet Our School Counselor, Ms. Katy 

 

Welcome back to a new school year!  I would like to 

introduce myself and let you know about the school 

counseling services offered by Washington Union 

School District.  My name is Katy Linforth. This will 

be my fifth year with WUSD and I am excited to be 

part of your student’s educational team. As your 

school counselor, I am here to help ALL students be 

successful socially, emotionally, and behaviorally so 

they may access their education without barriers.  

 

Here’s what I do at our school: 

 

Classroom Lessons – I visit classrooms to teach social-emotional skills such as emo-

tional awareness, self-regulation, problem-solving, respect, etc. 

Small Group Counseling – I facilitate groups which give students the experience of 

working with two or more students to express and understand feelings, discover 

problem-solving strategies and identify support systems.   

 Individual Counseling – I work with students to explore thoughts, feelings, and behav-

iors in a confidential, one-on-one setting. 

Consultation with Staff/Parents – I am available to meet with teachers and parents to 

help support students and to provide resources and education about issues regard-

ing child development.  

 

Here’s what you should know about me: 

 

I am one part of a team that works together to help your child succeed. 

I like to get to know ALL students so they may feel connected and safe while they’re at 

school. I do my best to be present and accessible around campus. 

I respect your right and your child’s right to privacy. Confidentiality is a big part of my 

job. 

I invite parents to reach out with questions, concerns, and to share positive things 

about your child.  I share resources and contact information on my website at 

www.washingtonusd.org/domain/182  

I help host our district wide parent events, Coffee and Conversation, that will meet on 

the first Tuesday of the month at 8:30am at Toro Park School.   

Dates are:  10/1 11/5 12/3 2/4 3/3 4/7 

I love the work that I get to do as a school counselor and I feel very passionate about 

helping children become respectful and responsible citizens! 


